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• Professional and voluntary organisations who made detailed submissions in relation to cancer control
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The National Cancer Forum is the national advisory body on cancer policy to the Minister for Health and
Children.  The Forum is multi-disciplinary and representative of professional, management, voluntary and
patient advocacy groups in cancer.  It was established in November 2000 with the following terms of
reference:

To advise the Minister on:

• progress in the implementation of the National Cancer Strategy

• the co-ordination of cancer services at supra-regional and national level

• best practice in cancer prevention, treatment and care

• the development and implementation of protocols for the treatment and care of cancer patients

• the evaluation of the effectiveness and quality of cancer services

• the co-ordination of research into cancer, in conjunction with the Health Research Board.

Terms of Reference of the Second National Cancer Forum
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A Strategy for Cancer Control in Ireland

Name Position Nominated by 
Prof. Paul Redmond (Chair) Professor of Surgery                   Minister for Health and Children

Cork University Hospital
Dr. Fin Breatnach Consultant Paediatric Oncologist Minister for Health and Children

Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick
Children, Crumlin

Prof. Des Carney Consultant Medical Oncologist Irish Cancer Society
Mater Misericordiae Hospital

Ms. Margaret Codd Directorate Nurse Manager Minister for Health and Children
St. James’s Hospital, Dublin

Mr. Gerry Coffey Principal Officer Minister for Health and Children1

Department of Health and Children
Dr. Harry Comber Director, National Cancer Registry Minister for Health and Children
Ms. Barbara Cosgrave Director, ARC Cancer Support Minister for Health and Children
Dr. Michael Coughlan General Practitioner, Galway Irish College of General Practitioners
Dr. Pat Doorley Director of Population Health former Health Board Chief Executive Officers2

Health Service Executive
Prof. James Fennelly Consultant Medical Oncologist Minister for Health and Children 

Chair, First National Cancer Forum
Dr. Michael Flynn General Practitioner, Dublin Irish College of General Practitioners
Ms. Eileen Furlong Lecturer, School of Nursing, Irish Association for Nurses in Oncology3

Midwifery & Health Systems, UCD
Prof. Donal Hollywood Professor of Clinical Oncology Faculty of Radiologists, 

Trinity College Dublin Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland
Dr. Tony Holohan Deputy Chief Medical Officer Minister for Health and Children

Department of Health and Children
Dr. Maccon Keane Consultant Medical Oncologist Irish Society of Medical Oncology4

University College Hospital Galway
Prof. Liam Kirwan Consultant Surgeon Irish Society of Surgical Oncology

Cork University Hospital
Mr. Michael Lyons Chief Executive Officer former Health Board Chief Executive Officers2

Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick
Children, Crumlin

Prof. Shaun McCann Consultant Haematologist  Irish Haematology Association
St. James’s Hospital, Dublin

Dr. Regina McQuillan Consultant in Palliative Care Irish Association for Palliative Care
St. Francis Hospice, Dublin

Ms. Marie Moore Reach to Recovery Minister for Health and Children
Dr. Michael Moriarty Consultant Radiation Oncologist Royal College of Physicians in Ireland

St. Luke’s Hospital, Dublin
Dr. Conor O’Keane Consultant Pathologist Faculty of Pathology, 

Mater Misericordiae Hospital Royal College of Physicians of Ireland
Dr. Risteárd Ó Laoide Consultant Radiologist Faculty of Radiologists, 

St. Vincent’s University Hospital Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland

Secretariat
Ms. Tracey Conroy Assistant Principal Officer Department of Health and Children

1 Replaced Mr. Joseph Cregan, Principal Officer, Department of Health and Children in May 2002
2 The Health Boards were replaced by the Health Service Executive on 1 January 2005
3 Replaced Ms. Joan Kelly, Irish Association for Nurses in Oncology in March 2003 
4 Replaced Prof. Peter Daly, Irish Society of Medical Oncology in May 2002

Ms. Emily Logan, Association of Irish Nurse Managers resigned in January 2004 on appointment as Ombudsman for Children

The following people provided significant assistance to the Forum during the preparation of this Strategy:
Dr. Catherine Conlon, Dr. Emer Feely, Dr. Orla Healy, Dr. Patricia MacDonald, Dr. Margaret O’Sullivan, Dr. Miriam
Owens, Dr. Annette Rhatigan, Dr. Mary Ward.

Membership of the Second National Cancer Forum
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‘Ireland will have a system of cancer control which

will reduce our cancer incidence, morbidity and

mortality rates relative to other EU15 countries by

2015. Irish people will know and practice health-

promoting and cancer-preventing behaviours and

will have increased awareness of and access to early

cancer detection and screening. Ireland will have a

network of equitably accessible state-of-the-art

cancer treatment facilities and we will become an

internationally recognised location for education

and research into all aspects of cancer.’

Vision




