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Section G
Policy indicators

The HSE should present a report on policy indicators each year to the National Cancer Forum.

A set of cancer policy indicators was developed through a process that involved the examination of
international approaches and an assessment of the evidence supporting cancer indicators. The indicators
were chosen to cover the major areas of cancer control policy at a high level, rather than to match specific
recommendations of this Strategy.

The HSE should present a report on policy indicators each year to the National Cancer Forum on a national
basis and from each of the four Managed Cancer Control Networks. It is important that the Third National
Cancer Forum establishes clear targets that are consistent with the vision set out at Section A.1.3. The first
report on policy indicators from the HSE will allow targets to be set for each policy indicator. These targets
should then be reviewed annually by the National Cancer Forum.

The importance of policy indicators should be reflected in the early development of systems that enable their
measurement, mainly through the development of cancer surveillance as outlined in Section E. The Third
National Cancer Forum should work with HIQA and the HSE to develop data definitions, standards and
technical requirements that allow these indicators to be reported. This will allow the Forum to advise the
Minister and the Department of Health and Children on the impact that this Strategy is having on cancer.

The specific indicators are set out in Table G.1.
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